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Who Am I?

1

Can you answer this
question? If not,
here are some clues.

BASIC/GENERAL

A) I am the prime minister of the United
Kingdom, or U.K.
B) I grew up close to Oxford, England,
and then attended the famous Oxford
University. I was elected to Parliament
in 1997 as a member of the Conservative
Party. In 2016, U.K. citizens voted to
leave the European Union. After this
so-called “Brexit” vote, Prime Minister
David Cameron resigned. Even though I
didn’t want the Brexit vote to happen, the
Conservative Party voted me in to take
care of the details.
C) My government has just released its
plan for how the “Brexit” will work. People
from every political party — including my
own — have criticized aspects of this plan.
Before the plan can go into effect, the
British Parliament must approve it. That
vote is scheduled for December 11th. Who
am I? (Theresa May.)

2

ADVANCED
A) I am the prime minister of the United
Kingdom.
B) After graduating from Oxford University,
I worked in banking and finance for 20
years. In 1997, I won election to Parliament
as a member of the Conservative Party,
and served as the Home Secretary of the
U.K. for six years. When David Cameron
resigned in 2016, following the “Brexit”
vote that called for the U.K. to leave the
European Union, I won my party’s vote to
replace him as prime minister.
C) My major responsibility as PM has
been to deal with implementing the Brexit.
I recently negotiated a plan approved
by all the members of the EU. But this
plan, which now has to be approved by
the British Parliament, received a lot of
criticism from members of my own party,
as well as the Labour Party. The plan,
which calls for the U.K. to pay the EU
about $50 billion, goes up for vote in
Parliament on December 11th. Who am I?
(Theresa May.)

News Names, News Places, News Words

News Names: 			

News Words:

Isabel Allende — Influential Latin-		
American author
Jacinda Ardern — Current prime
minister of New Zealand
Kelsey Juliana — Lead plaintiff in the
Juliana v. United States lawsuit
Kim Jong Yang — Current president of
Interpol
Oxford English Dictionary — Historical
dictionary published by Oxford
University Press
Union Carbide — American chemical
company

figurative — In this case, language that
is used in a nonliteral way, such
as metaphor
industrial — Relating to the
manufacturing industry
literal — Limited to the simplest or most
obvious meaning of a word
malaria — Infectious disease transmitted
to humans through the bite of an
infected mosquito
memoir — Account of the personal
experiences of an author
pesticide — Substance used to kill
unwanted or harmful insects,
rodents, or weeds
plaintiff — Party that institutes a
lawsuit
in court
public trust — Trust that voters place
in elected officials to care for 		
public interests and resources
toxic — Poisonous

News Places:
Bhopal, India
Chile
England
Eugene, Oregon
Tijuana, Mexico
New Zealand
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Juliana v. United States: “No ordinary lawsuit”
This groundbreaking case is currently on hold.

Three years ago, the young
people you see here sued
the U.S. government. What does this
mean? (They filed a lawsuit, asking a
court to solve a certain problem.) People
who bring lawsuits are called plaintiffs.
The 21 plaintiffs in this case were all 18
years old or younger when the case began.
Since Kelsey Juliana was listed first, the
case became known as Juliana v. United
States. These plaintiffs say their lives
have been made worse by pollution and
global warming. What is global warming?
(Earth’s rising average temperature.) They
say the U.S. government has known about

global warming
for a long time,
but
hasn’t
done enough
to stop it. Who
wants to read
the quote here
from Kelsey?
Government lawyers have tried to get the
case thrown out of court. But Judge Ann
Aiken refused to do that, saying it was
“no ordinary lawsuit.” Would you agree?
Judge Aiken scheduled it for her federal
court in Eugene, Oregon. But the trial is
currently on hold. NEXT

GENERAL

In 2015, 21 young people
brought a lawsuit against
the U.S. government for not doing enough
to protect them from climate change.
What is a lawsuit? (A legal claim or
argument brought to court, or trial, for a
judgment.) Since then, the case has been
delayed many times. But if it ever comes to
court, the case of Juliana v. United States
could change the world.
When the suit was originally filed, the
plaintiffs ranged in age from 7 to 18
years old. A plaintiff is the person or
party bringing the complaint, or case, to
court. The case gets its name from the
lead plaintiff. What is her name? (Kelsey
Juliana.) She is a student at the University
of Oregon, but has been fighting to protect
the environment since she was in grade
school. Juliana and the other plaintiffs

say the U.S. government has known that
global warming was a problem for more
than 50 years, and hasn’t done enough
to prevent it. The suit argues that the
government’s lack of action has affected
their lives, and represents a big threat to
future generations. Who wants to read
Juliana’s quote? Do you agree with her
point of view? Why or why not?
Earlier this year, Federal Judge Ann
Aiken ruled that the case would begin
on October 29th in Eugene, Oregon. She
called Juliana v. United States “no ordinary
lawsuit.” Would you agree? Government
lawyers asked the Supreme Court to stop
the trial, and the Court refused. But at
press time, the lawsuit is still on hold.
Why do you think the government does
not want Juliana v. United States to be
heard? NEXT

ADVANCED

the U.S. All of them have stories about
how climate change has adversely affected
their homes and local communities. What
does Juliana’s quote here mean to you?
This trial has been delayed many times
since it was first filed in 2015. Many of
these delays were due to government
lawyers trying to get the case thrown out
of court. Why is the government fighting
so hard to get the case dismissed?
Earlier this year, Federal Judge Ann Aiken
ruled that the case, which she called “no
ordinary lawsuit,” would begin on October
29th in Eugene, Oregon. The Supreme
Court denied another government motion
to throw out the case. Currently, however,
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals is
deciding if the lawsuit will go forward.
Should it go forward, in your opinion?
NEXT

BASIC

Three years ago, 21 young
people became plaintiffs
in a lawsuit against the U.S. government.
What is a plaintiff? (The person or party
bringing the complaint, or case, to court.)
At that time, they were all between seven
and 18 years old. Do you know what
their lawsuit is about? (They are suing to
force the government to take stricter action
against global warming.)
This suit gets its name from lead
plaintiff Kelsey Juliana, now a student at
the University of Oregon. In the lawsuit,
the plaintiffs show proof that the U.S.
government learned about global warming
more than 50 years ago. They argue that
governmental inaction about pollution
and greenhouse gases has harmed
their health and their happiness. These
plaintiffs come from many places around
Copyright 2018 Knowledge Unlimited
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Juliana v. United States: “No ordinary lawsuit” (cont'd)

Juliana v. United States: “No ordinary lawsuit” (cont'd)

The case rests on two fundamental arguments.

Juliana v. United States makes
two main arguments. One of
them is based on the Fifth Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. This amendment
says “No person shall…be deprived of life,
liberty, or property, without due process
of law.” What do you think this means?
(That all people in the U.S. have a right to
their lives, freedom, and possessions.) Who
wants to read the first argument shown
here? Why would a clean environment
be important for people’s lives, liberty,
and property? The second argument is
based on an idea called the “public trust.”
This means that voters trust their elected
GENERAL The plaintiffs in Juliana
v. United States all argue
that pollution and climate change have
negatively affected their lives. Some
have developed health problems due to
pollution; others have lost their homes due
to flooding. What does flooding have to
do with climate change? (Sea levels are
higher because of melting ice at the North
and South Poles.) Can you point to ways
in which environmental problems have
made your life worse?
Ultimately, this lawsuit rests on the two
ideas shown here. Who wants to read
the first argument here? This argument
refers to the words in the Fifth Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, which state: “No
person shall…be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law.” The
plaintiffs argue that this happens regularly

BASIC

ADVANCED

The plaintiffs in Juliana
v. United States are ready
to testify about the adverse effects of
pollution and global warming on their
lives — and the lives of future generations
of Americans. But in order for a lawsuit to
prevail, it must be grounded in the law.
Here, you see the two basic arguments
supporting the lawsuit. Who wants to
read the first argument? The language
refers to words in the U.S. Constitution:
“No person shall…be deprived of life,
liberty, or property, without due process
of law.” In which constitutional
Amendment do these words appear?
(The Fifth Amendment, part of the “Bill of
Rights.”) The plaintiffs argue that climate
change deprives all current and future
Americans of life, liberty, and property,
but that young people are unfairly affected
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officials
to
take
care
of
certain
environmental
interests. Do
you trust the
gover nment
to do its job?
Why or why not? The lawsuit says the
U.S. has not been looking out for its
citizens — especially young people who
cannot yet vote. Do you agree with
this? Which of these arguments is the
strongest, in your opinion? Why? NEXT

4

to children, who don’t even get to influence
the government through voting. How does
the condition of the environment relate
to our Fifth Amendment rights to “life,
liberty, and property”?
The second argument shown here has
to do with an ancient legal idea called
the “public trust doctrine.” This means
that people trust the government to take
care of certain resources that cannot
be privately owned. Can you think of
some of these? (Rivers and oceans; the
shoreline; national parks; and so on.) Can
you explain what the second sentence
here means in simpler words? (It says
that the government has so far failed to
protect the interests of young people by
not taking care of our precious natural
resources.) Do you agree? Why or why
not? NEXT
because they cannot vote. Is this a strong
argument, in your opinion?
The second main argument involves the
“public trust doctrine.” This phrase is not
included in the Constitution. Instead, it
is carried over from English common law.
What is common law? (Legal doctrines
derived from court decisions, not from
written laws.) Under the public trust
doctrine, the government is supposed to
take care of certain resources that cannot
be privately owned. Can you think of
some of these? (Rivers and oceans; the
shoreline; national parks; and so on.) The
lawsuit charges that the government has
violated the public trust by failing to
protect our precious natural resources for
future generations. Do you agree that
the government has so far failed in this
regard? Why or why not? NEXT
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If the plaintiffs win, the government will have to slash carbon emissions.
Many people are very excited
about Juliana v. United States.
One of them is Professor Peter Singer, an
environmentalist. Can someone read his
quote? What do you think “trial of the
century” means? (That it would be the
most important trial of our lives.) If the
plaintiffs win, the U.S. government would
have to admit that global warming is real —
and that it is caused by human activities.
The United States would also have to set
up a very strict policy about cutting back
on pollution. Cars and companies would
have to cut way back on their carbon
emissions. What are they? (“Greenhouse

gases”
that
are
caused
by
burning
certain fuels
like
coal
and oil, and
make Earth’s
atmosphere warmer.) Experts say the
U.S. would also have to re-join the Paris
Agreement. This is an international
promise to cut carbon emissions. Why
isn’t the U.S. part of this already?
(President Trump pulled the U.S. out of it
in June, 2017.) How do you think these
changes would affect your life? END

Who wants to read the
quote here from Peter
Singer? Why would this case be so
important? Many legal scholars point
out that Juliana v. United States would be
important because it is the first to argue
that a safe climate is a civil right, and
the government is causing the plaintiffs
harm by denying that right. To fix this
problem, they want the government to put
policies in place that keep global warming
in check. So what is at stake if Juliana
v. United States goes to trial and the
plaintiffs win?
For one thing, the U.S. government
would have to admit that human actions
are causing global warming. Elected
officials could not cast doubt on this idea,
which has been backed up by virtually
all scientific evidence, including a very
ADVANCED Many environmentalists
believe that legal action will
be the only way to force the government to
act on climate change. What do you think
Peter Singer means in the quote shown
here? Legal scholars are saying Juliana v.
United States would be a landmark case
if it makes it to trial. It would be the first
case to claim that a safe climate is a civil
right. Do you agree with this premise?
The plaintiffs further argue that by denying
this right the government is causing them
irreparable harm.
As relief in this case, the plaintiffs
want the government to establish policies
that prevent the continued rise in global
temperatures. A win would cause important
changes in U.S. policy. For one thing, the
government could no longer deny that
human activity is the main cause of global

recent report from the U.S. government
itself. That report stated that the country
will suffer even worse disasters if stronger
action isn’t taken to combat warming.
What have you heard about this report?
If the plaintiffs win the lawsuit, the
government would also be forced to
make a plan to reduce “greenhouse gas”
emissions by something like 40 percent.
Sticking with this plan would mean
big changes for many Americans. For
example, there would have to be stricter
limits on pollution from vehicles and
factories. How would this affect you?
The U.S. would also likely have to re-join
the Paris Agreement, from which President
Trump withdrew in June of 2017. Do you
think this trial will ever take place? Do
you think it has a chance of winning?
Should it win, in your opinion? END
warming. In fact, even a new scientific
report from the U.S. government warns of
dire consequences in the coming decades
from global warming. What have you
heard about this report? (It warned of
more costly and devastating disasters, and
a shrinking economy, if action isn’t taken to
curb warming.)
The government would also have to come
up with a plan to reduce “greenhouse gas”
emissions by approximately 40 percent.
It is also likely that the U.S. would have
to re-join the Paris Agreement and work
together with the international community.
Why aren’t we part of this environmental
treaty? (Pres. Trump pulled out of it in June
2017, saying it was unfair to the U.S.) Do
you think this lawsuit will win if it goes
to court? Why or why not? END

BASIC

GENERAL

Copyright 2018 Knowledge Unlimited
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“Toxic” is OED’s Word of the Year (cont'd)

“Toxic” is OED’s Word of the Year

“Toxic” can have literal and figurative meanings.

It was most often used in combination with other words.

The Oxford English Dictionary
BASIC is huge. It contains more than
750,000 English words and terms! It is
published by Oxford University Press.
Where is that located? (In Oxford,
England.) Every year, the dictionary’s
editors get together to decide on their
“word of the year.” What do you think
they talk about? (How important a word
is, how many people use it, etc.) This
year, the editors chose the word “toxic.”
Who can define this word? (It means
“poisonous.”) Products that contain
toxic, or poisonous, chemicals, are often
GENERAL The Oxford English
Dictionary, or OED, is the
largest dictionary in the English language.
What does “Oxford” mean here? (It
refers to Oxford University in England,
which is shown on the map.) The OED
contains more than 750,000 words and
their definitions. It continues to grow
every year, because new words and terms
are constantly being invented. How do
you think a new word gets started?
Every year, the staff of the OED chooses
a new “word of the year.” This is usually
a word or phrase that has become very
popular that year, and seems to sum up
the year somehow. There were several
contenders this year. One was “techlash,”
which is a combination of “technology”
and “backlash.” It describes some people’s
negative reaction to the power that big
technologies companies have. Another
ADVANCED In 1857, scholars at
Oxford University in
England started to compile a dictionary
of every single word in the English
language. Almost three decades later, they
published the first volumes of the Oxford
English Dictionary, or OED. The OED
now contains more than 750,000 words
and phrases. This is an ongoing project
because language is an organic thing.
What does that mean? (It is constantly
changing and growing.) How do you think
a new word gets started?
For fifteen years, the staff of the OED
has chosen a word or phrase that has
skyrocketed in popularity and seems to
sum up the year. This year’s “shortlist”
included some words that are more popular
in the U.K. than the U.S., like “cakeism.”
The OED defines this word as, quote, “the
belief that it is possible to enjoy or take
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labeled with
a skull-andcrossbones
symbol, like
the one shown
here.
Have
you seen this symbol before? The word
“toxic” is an unusual choice for the word
of the year. Instead of being popular on
its own, “toxic” was most often associated
with several other words. For example,
the term “toxic algae” was a popular term
in 2018. Do you know why? (Because of
toxic algae blooms in Florida.) NEXT
possibility was “overtourism.” This refers
to tourist sites around the world that
are being damaged because too many
people are visiting them. Can you think
of examples of this? What other words
from 2018 would you nominate?
But the winner of the OED’s 2018
“Word of the Year” was “toxic.” What does
this word mean? (Poisonous.) What does
this skull-and-crossbones have to do
with this word? (It is a symbol that is
commonly used to warn people of a toxic,
or poisonous, substance.) According to
OED staff, there was a 45 percent rise
in the number of times the word “toxic”
was searched for on the OED websites
this year. But in those searches, the word
“toxic” was nearly always followed by
another word. Next, we’ll look at some
examples. NEXT

6

advantage of both of two desirable but
mutually exclusive alternatives at once.”
Two words on the shortlist that you’ll
probably be able to define are “techlash”
and “overtourism.” Can you define these
words? (“Techlash” is a negative backlash
toward powerful technology companies;
“overtourism” refers to damage done by
excessive numbers of visitors to popular
landmarks.)
In the end, the OED staff went with the
word “toxic,” which means “poisonous.”
According to OED staff, there was a 45
percent rise in the number of times the
word “toxic” was searched for on the
OED websites this year. But in those
searches, the word “toxic” was nearly
always followed by another word. Before
we look at specific examples, can you
think of terms that start with “toxic”?
NEXT
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This diagram contains ten words
that were most commonly paired
with “toxic” in 2018. What kind of diagram
is this? (A Venn diagram.) The words in
the left circle have literal meanings. What
does “literal” mean? (Taking words for
their most basic sense or meaning.) For
example, a “toxic substance” is something
poisonous that can harm living things.
But “toxic” can be used figuratively, too.
“Figurative” is the opposite of literal, when
words are used in a symbolic way. What
might a “toxic relationship” be? (A bad
relationship between people who do not get

BASIC

along.) Why
does the word
“environment”
appear where
the
circles
overlap?
(Because “toxic environment” can have
literal and figurative meanings.) For
example, a “toxic environment” could be
a place that has been polluted by toxic
chemicals. But it could also be a place
that makes people unhappy, stressed,
or uncomfortable. Was “toxic” a good
choice for word of the year? END

7

GENERAL

For example, a “toxic relationship”
is a bad relationship between people
who do not get along. Can you define
these other figurative terms? (“Toxic
masculinity” refers to socially harmful
behavior usually associated with men;
“toxic culture” refers to harmful customs
of a certain group.) Why does the word
“environment” appear where the circles
overlap? (Because “toxic environment” can
have literal and figurative meanings.) Who
can explain the literal and figurative
meanings of “toxic environment”? (A
“toxic environment” could be a place that
has been polluted by toxic chemicals or
a place that makes people unhappy, like
a stressful workplace.) Do you think
“toxic” was a good choice for the word
of the year? If not, what would you
have chosen? END

ADVANCED

fall, NewsCurrents covered a story about
toxic algae in Florida. Who remembers
its nickname? (Red tide.) Can you think
of news stories that may have inspired
searches for these other literal terms?
It may well be the figurative contexts that
have made the word “toxic” so popular this
year. Who can define these figurative
phrases? What news stories inspired
their use? While “toxic environment”
can certainly have a literal meaning, the
OED says it was most often applied in
a figurative sense, to describe harmful
workplace environments. What types
of things make a workplace “toxic”?
(Long hours, demanding bosses, sexual
harassment, and so on.) Do you think
“toxic” was a good choice for the word
of the year? If not, what would you have
chosen? END

What is the name for the
type of diagram you see
here? (A Venn diagram.) This diagram
shows ten words often paired with “toxic”
and categorizes them into literal and
figurative contexts. What do the words
“literal” and “figurative” mean? (Literal
means taking words for their most basic
sense; “figurative” is the opposite, when
words have metaphorical or symbolic
meanings.) According to the OED, searches
for “toxic waste” in the U.S. shot up after
hurricanes hit the country’s east coast.
Why do you think that is? (The damage
from the hurricanes left behind toxic waste
that many people were exposed to.) Why
do you think “algae” appears in this
list? (Because of toxic algae blooms in
Florida.)
When “toxic” is paired with the words on
the right, the meaning becomes figurative.
Here you see the ten most
common words paired
with “toxic” in 2018. As you can see, the
word is used in many contexts — some
literal, some figurative, and some both.
According to the OED, “toxic chemical”
was the most frequently searched term.
Why do you think “toxic chemical”
was searched so often this year? The
OED cites a couple of events that could
have inspired these searches. The first
was the poisoning of Sergei Skripal, a
former Russian intelligence officer, and
his daughter. Both were exposed to a
toxic nerve agent. Do you remember
hearing about this story? Searches for
“toxic waste” in the U.S. shot up after
several hurricanes hit the country’s east
coast. Why is that? (The damage from
the hurricanes left behind toxic waste that
many people were exposed to.) Earlier this
Copyright 2018 Knowledge Unlimited
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Isabel Allende receives National Book Award (cont'd)

Isabel Allende receives National Book Award

Allende’s work includes novels, memoirs, and essays.

This Chilean-American author writes in Spanish.

The woman pictured here is
Isabel Allende, author of over
20 books. Recently, she was honored by
the National Book Awards. These are a
set of U.S. literary awards that are given
every year. Have you heard of them?
Allende immigrated to the U.S. in 1987.
Before that, she lived in the three different
South American countries highlighted on
the map. What are they? (Peru, Chile,
and Venezuela.) Allende was born in Peru
in 1942. When she was very young, her
family moved to Chile. But in the 1970s,
that country went through a terrible crisis.
Isabel Allende was related to Chile’s then-

BASIC

GENERAL

Each
year,
American
authors
are
honored
with National Book Awards in various
categories of literature. Which categories
might this include? (Fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, and so on.) One of these awards is
the Medal for Distinguished Contribution
to American Letters. This goes not just
to a single book, but to an author whose
work has influenced American literature
for many years. This year, the award went
to the woman shown here. Her name is
Isabel Allende, and she has written more
than 20 books. Have you ever heard of
her? Allende is the first Spanish-language
author to win this award. Allende is from
South America, and writes all of her books
in Spanish. They have been translated
into many languages, including English.
ADVANCED Each year at the National
Book Awards, one author
is awarded the Medal for Distinguished
Contribution to American Letters. This
year, Isabel Allende won the award. Have
you heard of her? This choice was
significant, because it is the first time
that a Spanish-language author has won
this award. Allende is also one of just two
winners who were born outside the U.S.
Isabel Allende was born on August
2, 1942, in Lima, Peru. When she was
very young, her family moved to Chile.
In the 1960s and 70s, Allende worked
as a journalist in Chile. But in the early
1970s, political turmoil forced Allende to
leave the country. Do you know what
was happening in Chile at this time?
(General Augusto Pinochet led a coup that
toppled the country’s government and
installed a military junta.) The deposed
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president,
S a l v a d o r
A l l e n d e .
But he was
pushed
out
of power, and
the military
took over the country. The man who took
charge was brutal. The country became
so unsafe that Allende and her family
fled to Venezuela. What must that have
been like? Allende draws on many of her
life experiences when writing her books.
Do you know of other authors who do
that? NEXT
Do you think Allende was a good choice
for this award? What other authors do
you think deserve this honor?
Isabel Allende was born on August 2,
1942, in Lima, Peru. When she was very
young, her family moved to Chile. In the
early 1970s, Chile went through a terrible
crisis. Salvador Allende, who was Isabel’s
cousin, was the president of Chile. But
he was forced out of office, and a military
general named Augusto Pinochet took over
the country. Pinochet was a brutal leader.
Chile was no longer safe for Isabel Allende
and her family, so they fled to the third
South American country highlighted on
the map. What is it? (Venezuela.) Allende
lived there for many years. In 1987, she
immigrated to the United States, where
she has lived ever since. NEXT
president, Salvador Allende, was a cousin
to Isabel’s father. At first, Allende and her
family stayed in Chile to help victims of
Pinochet’s repressive regime. But soon
the situation became unsafe, and Allende
and her family fled to Venezuela. This
experience — as well as her childhood in
Chile — informs much of Allende’s work.
Allende writes in Spanish, but her work
has been translated into many languages,
including English. Have you ever read
a book in translation? How was it
different from books written originally
in English?
In 1987, Allende immigrated to the
United States. She became an American
citizen in 1993, and has lived for many
years in California. Do you think Allende
is a good choice for this award? Why or
why not? NEXT
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Isabel Allende’s first language
is Spanish. This is also the
language she writes her books in. However,
her books are popular all over the world.
They have been translated into many other
languages — including English. Her first
book was a novel called “The House of the
Spirits,” pictured here. It was published
in 1982. It follows a Chilean family over
many decades. Although the family is
similar to Allende’s in many ways, it is
still a work of fiction. But Allende wrote
nonfiction, as well. Several of her books are
memoirs. What is a memoir? (A book in
GENERAL This quote comes from
the speech Allende gave
at this year’s National Book Awards. Who
can read it aloud? Do you agree or
disagree? How is this relevant to things
that are happening in the country and
the world today?
Allende’s experiences in South America
greatly influenced her work. Her first book,
“The House of the Spirits,” came out in
1982. This novel follows a Chilean family
over many decades. Although the family is
similar to Allende’s in many ways, it is still
a work of fiction. Like many of Allende’s
novels, this book has elements of magical
realism. Books with magical realism are
mostly realistic, but contain some surreal
or fantastic elements. For example, one
of the characters in Allende’s novel can
predict the future and speak to spirits.
The other characters in the book treat this
ADVANCED So far, Isabel Allende has
published more than 20
books. These include novels, memoirs,
and essays. Which of those do you
prefer reading, and why? Allende’s first
novel was “The House of the Spirits.” It
was a sensation when it came out in 1982,
and continues to be a significant part of
her legacy. Have you read this book, or
any of Allende’s other books? What do
you think of her writing? Although it is
fiction, this novel mirrors Allende’s own
life in many ways. It follows a Chilean
family through three generations, from the
1920s until the 1970s. The book contains
many elements of magical realism. Who
can define this term? (Fiction that is
mostly realistic, but contains some surreal
or fantastic elements.) Can you think of
specific examples of magical realism in
literature?

BASIC

Copyright 2018 Knowledge Unlimited

which an author
remembers an
important part
of his or her
life.) Her bestknown memoir
is
pictured
here. What is it
called? (“Paula.”) Allende wrote it in the
form of a letter to her daughter, Paula.
Who can read this quote aloud? Have
you ever read a book that showed you
how similar you were to someone from
a different country or culture? END
as completely normal. Can you think of
other examples of magical realism from
books you have read?
Allende has also written works of
nonfiction, as well. Several of her books
are memoirs. What is a memoir? (A
book in which an author remembers an
important part of his or her life.) Do you
enjoy reading memoirs, or biographies
about real people? Why or why not?
Allende’s best-known memoir is pictured
here. In “Paula,” Allende documents the
story of her life in the form of a letter to
her daughter, Paula. Paula was very ill
for most of her life, and died when she
was only 29 years old. Several years after
Paula’s death, Allende started a foundation
in Paula’s honor. The foundation supports
organizations in California and Chile that
benefit women and girls. END
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Allende’s best-known memoir is pictured
here. In “Paula,” Allende documents the
story of her life in the form of a letter to
her daughter, Paula. Paula was very ill for
most of her life, and died at only 29 years
old. Several years after Paula’s death,
Allende started a foundation in her honor.
The foundation supports organizations in
California and Chile that benefit women
and girls.
Allende has received many accolades
besides this year’s National Book Award.
She received Chile’s National Literature
Prize. In 2014, she was given the
Presidential Medal of Freedom. What do
you know about this award? (It is the
highest civilian honor given in the United
States.) Who can read this quote aloud?
Do you agree? Can you think of a book
that illustrates this statement? END
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Training dogs to sniff out malaria

Training dogs to sniff out malaria (cont'd)
Dogs help humans in many ways.

Medical detection dogs could help stop this disease.
Dogs have a great sense of
smell, and humans have
trained them to do incredible things with
it. For example, Freya, the dog pictured
here, is learning to sniff out people who
have a terrible disease called malaria.
How do people get malaria? (When
they’re bitten by mosquitoes that carry
the disease.) Who can read this quote
aloud? If someone is “infectious,” it means
they have the disease and can spread
it to others, even if they don’t feel sick
themselves.
Where are the cities of London
and Durham, according to this map?
GENERAL Freya, the dog pictured
here, is a medical detection
dog. What do you think that means?
Dogs like Freya are trained to use their
sense of smell to detect, or identify, certain
diseases in people. Freya is one of several
dogs that have recently been trained to
identify people with malaria. What is
malaria? (A serious disease caused by a
parasite that is transmitted through the
bite of infected mosquitoes.) Malaria kills
hundreds of thousands of people every
year, so scientists are looking for ways to
stop the spread of the disease. Who can
read this quote aloud? Not everyone
who has the malaria parasite gets sick or
shows symptoms, as this quote suggests.
Unfortunately, this means that infected
people often wind up infecting others
because they don’t take precautions.
use their keen sense
ADVANCED Dogs
of smell to help humans
in lots of ways. What are some examples?
(Finding missing people, sniffing out drugs
and bombs, and so on.) Medical detection
dogs can even learn to identify people
who have certain diseases. Research
groups from universities in London and
Durham, England are training dogs to
sniff out the malaria parasite in humans.
The researchers developed an ingenious
method to train dogs like Freya, pictured
here. How do you think they did it?
People who are infected with the malaria
parasite release a particular scent. So
the scientists collected socks that had
been worn by people who have malaria
and those who don’t. They trained the
dogs by rewarding them whenever they
correctly identified the malaria scent, and
when they correctly identified a sock that

BASIC
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(England.)
Scientists
at
universities
in
both
of
these
cities
recently did an
experiment. They trained dogs to sniff out
socks that people with malaria had worn.
This is possible because all people who
have malaria give off the same particular
scent. The dogs were trained to recognize
that scent. Scientists hope that dogs like
these will get so good at identifying people
with this disease that they can help stop
the spread of malaria. NEXT
However, everyone with malaria — even
those who don’t show symptoms — have
been found to release a very particular
scent. And that is where the sniffer dogs
come in.
Recently, researchers at universities in
these two English cities worked together
to train dogs to detect malaria. Which two
cities are they? (London and Durham.)
They collected socks worn by people with
and without the malaria parasite. The dogs
proved to be incredibly good at identifying
whether each sock had traces of the scent
or not. Does this surprise you? Why or
why not? A lot more research needs to
be done. But the hope is that soon, sniffer
dogs could be used at places like airports,
to stop people from spreading the disease
into new regions. NEXT
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did NOT have the scent. The dogs in the
initial study had such incredible success
rates that even more dogs have been
trained.
The hope is that dogs trained to sniff out
malaria can help stop the disease from
spreading. Who can read this quote?
These dogs could be stationed at places
like airports. How could this help? (They
could identify people who may not know
they have malaria before they enter a
country and spread the parasite into new
regions.) Halting the spread of malaria is
crucial. In 2016, it was estimated that
half the world’s population was at risk
of contracting the parasite, which kills
hundreds of thousands of people every
year. Do dogs seem like a promising way
to combat this disease? What else could
be done to reduce the number of people
who contract malaria? NEXT
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Dogs are sometimes called
“man’s best friend.” Why do you
think that is? One reason is that dogs
have been helping humans for thousands
of years. Here you see a dog working for
the Red Cross early in the 20th century.
Dogs like this one were used in wartime.
They stood guard and helped find wounded
soldiers. Today, dogs help people in many
different ways. Can you name any? Some
dogs help people who are blind or deaf, or
who need assistance because of a health
issue. Service dogs can help people with
disabilities lead independent lives. They
can be trained to do all sorts of things,
GENERAL “Man’s best friend” got
their nickname for a
reason. Dogs have been helping humans
for thousands of years. Because dogs are
so intelligent and loyal, humans have
trained them to do all sorts of things.
Here you see a dog working for the Red
Cross in 1909. How do you think dogs
helped the Red Cross? The Red Cross
used dogs during wartime to stand guard,
find injured soldiers, and for many other
reasons.
Today, many dogs work for police
departments and law enforcement
agencies, often because of their powerful
sense of smell. Can you think of ways
dogs can help police? (Sniffing for drugs,
missing persons, and so on.) Many other
dogs assist people who are blind or deaf or
have another disability. You have probably
seen a service dog with its owner on
have
been
ADVANCED Dogs
domesticated for some
15,000 years. They have been helping
their human companions, in one way or
another, ever since. Here you see a dog
working for the Red Cross in 1909. During
both world wars, dogs were trained to serve
on sentry duty and scouting missions.
They also located wounded soldiers who
might not otherwise have been found.
Today, many police departments have
loyal “K9” officers who are valued for
their loyalty as well as their powerful
sense of smell. And many other dogs
work as “service animals” for people with
disabilities. These dogs devote their lives
to providing a level of independence to
their owners that might not be possible
otherwise. German shepherds, golden
retrievers, and Labradors are popular
breeds to train as service dogs because

BASIC
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like turning
on
lights
and opening
doors. Police
departments
rely on dogs
in many ways, too. This police
officer is pictured with a member of the
“K9” unit. Why is it called that? (It’s
short for “canine,” which is another word
for dog.) Dogs can also be trained to
provide comfort and support to people in
the hospital, like the one in this photo.
How do you think this helps people?
END
the street or in a store. Certain breeds
are often used as service dogs, including
German shepherds, golden retrievers,
and Labradors. What’s your favorite
dog breed? Puppies are chosen to be
trained as service dogs if they show certain
personality traits. The dog must be selfconfident but not aggressive, not easily
startled or distracted, and have a calm
personality. The right dog can be trained
to do all sorts of things to assist its human
companion, from opening doors and
turning on lights to fetching laundry. Dogs
can also comfort people in the hospital,
or those who have been through a sad or
scary experience. If you have a dog, you
probably know what a comfort a damp
nose and soft fur can be if you’re having
a bad day! Why do you think pets can
help change our moods? END
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of their intelligence and disposition. Have
you ever watched a “K9” officer or a
service dog in action? Do you think
these “working dogs” enjoy being
useful? To be considered for training as a
service dog, a puppy needs to show certain
traits: self-confident but not aggressive,
and a relatively calm temperament.
Other dogs have been trained to support
hospital patients and those who have
suffered emotional trauma. Dogs have even
been brought to help survivors of school
shootings. And after the 9/11 attacks,
dogs were brought to Ground Zero, where
they brought great comfort to many rescue
workers. Why do you think interacting
with a dog could help someone dealing
with anxiety or tragedy? What other
ways, not mentioned here, do dogs help
humans? END
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Country of the Week: New Zealand (cont'd)

Country of the Week: New Zealand

The Māori first settled in New Zealand about 700 years ago.

New Zealand is an island nation in the Pacific Ocean.

New Zealand is made up of two
BASIC large islands and many smaller
ones. Most people live on the North Island,
which is where New Zealand’s capital city is
located. What is the capital? (Wellington.)
Auckland is the largest city and is also
located on the North Island. Here you see
a main street in Auckland. What do you
notice about this city? Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern is the youngest female
head of government in the world.
The North Island is home to many active
volcanoes, including Mt. Ruapehu, which
you see behind the green hills here. The
North Island also has long sandy beaches.
The South Island is mostly covered in

mountains.
Many of the
animals
in
New
Zealand
are not found
anywhere else
in the world. The kiwi, a flightless bird, is
a symbol of the country. It has a long beak
and short legs, and lays the largest eggs
compared to its body of any bird in the
world. What animals are on these hills?
(Sheep.) Wool used to be New Zealand’s
main product, but today, tourism, mining,
and dairy products are also important.
Still, there are about 27 million sheep in
New Zealand! NEXT
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GENERAL

main product. There are still about six
sheep for every person in New Zealand.
Today, dairy products are the country’s
biggest export. The country also attracts
millions of tourists each year, mostly from
Australia. Many of the plants and animals
are endemic, which means they are found
nowhere else in the world. Many of the
birds, like the kiwi, cannot fly. Why do
you think this is? (They had no natural
predators and did not need to fly to escape.)
The kiwi is a national symbol and also a
nickname for a person from New Zealand.
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern took
office in 2017. She is 37 years old,
making her the youngest female world
leader. Earlier this year, Ardern gave birth
to a daughter, becoming only the second
head of government to have a baby while
in office. NEXT

ADVANCED

Wool was once the country’s most
important product, but today New Zealand
has a diversified economy. Manufacturing,
mining, dairy exports, and tourism are all
important sectors. Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern was elected in 2017. She is the
world’s youngest female head of state.
This year, she became the second world
leader ever to give birth while in office. Do
you think Ardern is held to a different
standard than a man in her position?
New Zealand’s capital is Wellington. But
about a third of the population lives in
the largest city. What is it? (Auckland.)
Auckland is ranked one of the world’s
most liveable cities. New Zealand is known
for its progressive policies. In 1893, it
became the first country in the world to
give women the right to vote. Why do you
think New Zealand did this? NEXT

New Zealand is made up of
two main islands and many
smaller islands. It is located southeast
of Australia in the Pacific Ocean. Threefourths of the country’s 5 million people
live on the North Island, which is also
where the capital is. What city is this?
(Wellington.) The largest city is Auckland,
which is also on North Island. What can you
tell about Auckland from this picture?
Although it is a small country, New Zealand
has a very diverse environment. The South
Island is larger than the North, and is mostly
mountainous. The North Island has miles of
sandy beaches and many volcanoes. The
highest point on the North Island is Mt.
Ruapehu, an active volcano, which you
can see in the background of this photo
of the countryside. What animals do you
see? (Sheep.) Wool was once the country’s
New Zealand is the
southernmost
nation
in Oceania. It is comprised of two large
islands and about 600 smaller ones in the
Pacific Ocean, about 1,200 miles southeast
of Australia. About 75 percent of its 4.9
million people live on the North Island. New
Zealand sits on two tectonic plates. There
is a large volcanic plateau in the center
of the North Island. This photo shows the
countryside, with Mt. Ruapehu, an active
volcano, in the background. The South
Island is larger and mostly mountainous.
New Zealand has few native land mammals,
but many endemic plant and bird species.
Why is this? (Its remote location led many
species to evolve independently.) A flightless
bird is a symbol of the country and a
nickname for the people of New Zealand.
What is this bird? (The kiwi.)
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The Māori were the first people
in New Zealand. They arrived
from other islands in the Pacific Ocean
about 700 years ago. Later, Europeans
found the islands and began to trade with
the Māori. This picture shows a British
officer trading with a Māori man. What
kinds of things are they trading? In
1840, the British signed an agreement
with the Māori tribes and New Zealand
became a British colony. Today, it is an
independent nation, although it still has
ties to Great Britain.
Māori culture is very important in New
Zealand. The men in this picture are
performing a traditional Māori war dance
GENERAL The first people to settle on
New Zealand came from the
Polynesian Islands about 700 years ago.
Over time, they developed into a separate
people, called the Māori. The Māori were
expert hunters, fishermen, and farmers.
The first European to set eyes on New
Zealand was a Dutch explorer named Abel
Tasman. About 100 years later, James
Cook, a British explorer, mapped the area.
This artwork from the late 1700s shows
trade between Māori and Europeans.
What is happening in this picture? As
more Europeans settled in New Zealand,
the Māori were not always treated fairly.
In 1840, the British and Māori signed
the Treaty of Waitangi, which made New
Zealand a British colony, but also gave the
Māori ownership of their lands. But this
treaty was often ignored and land was still
taken from the Māori. Why do you think
ADVANCED Due to its remote location,
New Zealand was among
the last places on Earth settled by humans.
Polynesians arrived on the islands around
the year 1280. They developed a distinctive
culture and became the Māori. In 1769,
British explorer James Cook mapped the
area. This picture shows a British Naval
officer trading with a Māori man. In 1840,
the British and Māori signed the Treaty of
Waitangi. This made New Zealand a colony
of Great Britain. It also gave Māori the
rights of British subjects. The Māori hoped
that this treaty would protect them. But
the British ignored it and used it to claim
control over Māori lands. What similarities
do you see with the way Native
Americans were treated in the U.S.?
Today, Kiwis are known for their love
of the outdoors; bungee jumping was

BASIC
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called
the
haka. During
the
haka,
d a n c e r s
stomp their
feet,
stick
out
their
tongues, and yell loudly. Why do you
think they do this? (Perhaps to intimidate
their opponents.) New Zealand’s beautiful
natural world provided the setting for
the “Lord of the Rings” and “The Hobbit”
movies. This movie set is now a tourist
attraction. Have you seen these movies?
Do you think this setting was a good
choice for these films? END
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the Māori wanted to be part of a British
colony?
In the 20th century, New Zealand
became an independent nation. Today,
the culture blends Māori and European
traditions. These men are performing the
haka dance, a traditional Māori war dance
that involves stamping your feet, slapping
your body, sticking out your tongue,
and chanting. The national rugby team
performs the haka before matches. Why
do you think this dance is a national
symbol?
New Zealand’s unique landscape has
made it a popular setting for movies. This
picture shows a set called “Hobbiton” from
a famous movie series. What series is
this? (“The Hobbit” and The “Lord of the
Rings” trilogy.) What do you notice about
this set? Why do you think the director
filmed these movies here? END
invented in New Zealand. Māori artistic
traditions include weaving and carving
in bone, stone, and wood, using symbols
to tell stories. Another Māori tradition is
the haka dance. What is this? (A Māori
war dance. Dancers stomp their feet, stick
out their tongues, slap their bodies, and
chant loudly.) The New Zealand national
rugby team, called the All Blacks, even
performs the haka before their matches,
although some have called this cultural
appropriation. Do you agree with this
criticism?
New Zealand’s otherworldly landscape has
made it a popular choice for movies, such
as this “Hobbiton” set. What films was
this set for? (The "Lord of the Rings" trilogy
and "The Hobbit" trilogies.) Have you seen
these films? Do you think this setting
evokes Middle-earth? Explain. END
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Faces and Places

This Week in History
An industrial disaster in India in 1984 killed 25,000 people.
During this week in 1984, the city of
Bhopal — boh-PAL —, India, became the
site of the worst industrial disaster in
history. What do you think “industrial
disaster” might mean? (A tragedy related
to industry or business, especially one
that has to do with factories.) The health
effects of this disaster are still being felt
in Bhopal, and its people are still calling
for justice.
Bhopal, located in central India, has
about 1.8 million residents. In 1969, an
American company called Union Carbide
Corporation built a factory right outside
Bhopal. Union Carbide started this factory
to make pesticides. What are pesticides?
(Chemicals that kill pests, like insects, and
other animals, without harming the main
crops.) Many people in Bhopal worked
at the factory, and many thousands
lived in a neighborhood that grew up
around the plant. Pesticides can be very
dangerous to make. Why? (They involve
chemicals that are harmful to humans.)
The factory in Bhopal was working with
methyl isocyanate — METH-ihl EYE-sohSYE-ehn-ate — or MIC. MIC is one of the
most dangerous chemicals ever made by
scientists. Breathing even a little of this
chemical can cause people to get very
sick. It becomes even more deadly when
it is exposed to water. This causes a
chemical reaction producing a deadly gas,
which is twice as heavy as regular air.
Because of this danger, the factory in
Bhopal was supposed to observe many
safety regulations. Unfortunately, by
1984, a lot of these safety regulations
were being ignored. The Indian division of
Union Carbide had cut back on workers,
on alarm systems, and on safety training.
The MIC tank was filled too full, and it
was not kept at the right temperature.
Some American engineers reported that
the plant was dirty and poorly run, but no
one did anything to change the situation.
Why do you think Union Carbide let
the situation get so bad? Newspapers
in Bhopal warned that the factory was a
tragedy waiting to happen.
On the night of December 2nd, 1984,
that tragedy happened. Somehow, a large
amount of water got into the MIC tank.
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This caused a
huge reaction
of deadly gas
inside
the
tank.
The
alarm
did
not go off in time, and workers could
not stop the reaction. Starting just after
midnight on December 3rd, MIC started
to leak from the plant. Over the next
two hours, about 40 tons of this deadly
gas escaped into the air. About half a
million people in Bhopal breathed this
gas, many as they slept. As many as 7,000
people died instantly, and thousands
more died over the next few weeks, for a
total of about 25,000. Many other people
continue to have health problems from
their exposure to MIC. A report that came
out in 2014, claimed that as many as
150,000 survivors were still struggling
with chronic health conditions, including
nerve damage, breathing problems, birth
defects, and higher rates of cancer. Despite
the government’s promises to clean up
after the disaster, the water in Bhopal’s
poorest neighborhoods is still extremely
polluted today. Can someone read the
message on the wall in the photo here?
What does it tell you about the ongoing
situation there?
Some of Union Carbide’s plant safety
managers were fined and jailed for two
years. The company has sent checks for
about $2,000 to the families of people who
died in the accident, and smaller amounts
to those injured. Does that seem like
enough? But the company has never
officially apologized or taken responsibility
for the disaster, or even paid for cleanup.
And the top officials of Union Carbide
have never been fined or jailed. Dow
Chemical, which bought Union Carbide
in 2001, says that an employee put the
water in the tanks on purpose. No matter
what happened, do you think Union
Carbide and Dow are still at fault?
Does Dow have a responsibility to help
those hurt by the company it bought?
Why or why not? END
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Mohammed bin Salman

Tijuana, Mexico

In October, journalist Jamal Khashoggi
was killed in Saudi Arabia’s embassy
in Istanbul, Turkey. The U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency, or CIA, has been
investigating reports that Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman personally
ordered the killing. Prince Mohammed’s
father, King Salman, is officially the ruler
of Saudi Arabia, but the Crown Prince is
recognized as the acting leader. According
to sources, the CIA has concluded that
Prince Mohammed, whom Khashoggi
repeatedly criticized, ordered the killing.
When asked about the report, U.S.
President Donald Trump said the CIA did
not reach a conclusion about the matter.
He also said that he was going to stand
by the prince, because Saudi Arabia is
an important U.S. ally, and important to
the U.S. economy. Do you think the U.S.
should stand by Saudi Arabia? Why or
why not?

For weeks, thousands of Central
Americans have been making their way
north in a so-called “migrant caravan.”
These migrants are escaping the violence
and poverty in their own countries and
hope for asylum in the U.S. About 5,000 of
these migrants have gathered in Tijuana,
Mexico, hoping to pass through the busy
San Ysidro Port of Entry. But tensions have
risen in Tijuana as border agents examine
fewer than 100 petitions for asylum per
day. Last weekend, hundreds of migrants
broke off from a peaceful march and
attempted to cross the border at Tijuana
without permission. In response, U.S.
agents fired several rounds of tear gas.
President Trump denied that tear gas had
been used on children, despite reports
and photos to the contrary. Is tear gas
an appropriate response to the migrant
caravan? Why or why not?

Kim Jong Yang
The
International
Criminal
Police
Organization, commonly called Interpol,
has named Kim Jong Yang as its new
president. Interpol’s previous president,
Meng Hongwei, resigned earlier this year
after being arrested for bribery in his
native China. Interpol is a 95-year-old
non-political organization that fights
against international crime, and helps
coordinate information among its 194
member nations. Kim, who is 57 years
old, spent several years as a well-regarded
police chief in South Korea. He also helped
bring modern crime-fighting techniques to
the Philippines and other Asian countries.
Many international observers were worried
that Alexander Prokopchuk, a Russian
interior minister, would get the job, but
that did not happen. Russia allegedly
uses Interpol resources to target its critics
living in other countries. Would Interpol
have lost credibility if Prokopchuk had
gotten the job?
Copyright 2018 Knowledge Unlimited

Mississippi
On November 27th, Mississippi Senator
Cindy Hyde-Smith defeated Mike Espy in
a special runoff election. Sen. Hyde-Smith
became Mississippi’s first female senator
earlier this year, when she was appointed
to fill former senator Thad Cochran’s
seat. Hyde-Smith, a Republican, had
to run again to keep her seat through
2021, when Cochran’s term expires. She
received the largest vote total on Election
Day, but failed to get more than 50
percent of the vote, triggering a runoff
election between the top two candidates.
Espy, her Democratic opponent, was a
former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. He
was trying to become the first African
American senator from Mississippi since
Reconstruction. Some observers accused
Sen. Hyde-Smith of making racially
offensive remarks during the campaign,
but she denied these charges. In the
runoff, Hyde-Smith received 53.9 percent
of the vote to Espy’s 46.1 percent. Do you
think the Democrats have a chance of
winning this seat in 2020?
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Where in the World?

Write the names and numbers of the
locations on the map next to their
descriptions below.

reproducible activity

a. Isabel Allende had to flee this country
in the 1970s after the military overthrew
its government.

4

_____________________________________
c. In 1984, this country experienced the
world’s worst industrial disaster when
toxic chemicals killed 25,000 people.

6

_____________________________________

This student editorial cartoon
was sent in by Kaylie Calloway.
She is in the seventh grade at Addison
High School in Alabama. Kaylie’s cartoon
shows a young person making a speech.
What kind of speech is it? (A graduation
speech.) How can you tell? (From the cap
and gown.) The student is also saying the
words “As I look to the future…,” as part of
the speech. But in the cartoon, the student
is having a hard time looking to the future,
because there is a large obstacle in the way.
What is it? (Student debt, shown here as a
huge bag of money.) When people borrow

m o n e y ,
they have to
pay it back
over
time.
The money they owe is called “debt.”
Most colleges cost a lot of money. Many
students need to borrow money to pay for
these costs. This means a lot of students
graduate from college with thousands
of dollars in student debt. What do you
think Kaylie is saying here about how
student debt will affect young people
graduating from college? END

The cartoon here uses very
few words to make its point
about a very serious subject. What is the
subject of this cartoon is? (Student debt.)
Kaylie Calloway, a 7th-grader at Addison
High School in Addison, Alabama, created
this cartoon. It shows a person giving a
speech. From the picture, what kind of
speech is it? (A graduation speech.) As
you can see, this person is talking about
life after graduation. But the speaker
cannot look to the future — or even see
the audience. Why not? (There is a huge
bag of money in the way, labeled “$tudent
Debt.”) Many students have to take out
loans to pay for their college education.
When do they pay these loans back?
(After they graduate and get a job.) Many
students graduate owing thousands of
dollars in student debt. These young

people might not be making very much
money, so they pay their loans back, bit
by bit, for many years. They also have
to pay interest on these loans. What
is interest? (The extra amount people
pay to a bank, or other lender, on money
borrowed over time.) Currently in the
U.S., about 44 million people are trying
to pay back their student loans. These
loans total nearly $1.5 trillion. This is
more than the country’s total credit card
debt! What point is Kaylie making about
student debt and how it affects young
graduates? (That it makes it harder for
them to have a bright future.) Some colleges
have programs offering free tuition to
students that cannot afford to pay. And
some politicians are calling for all public
colleges to stop charging tuition. Do you
like these ideas? Why or why not? END
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d. The Oxford English Dictionary, based
in this country, chose “toxic” as the
2018 Word of the Year.

_____________________________________
e. In 2017, Jacinda Ardern was elected
prime minister of this country.

_____________________________________
f. A special Senate runoff election was
held in this state.

3

_____________________________________
Answers on inside back cover

1

ADVANCED

2
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This week’s editorial cartoon takes on student debt.
Standards available online at
https://www.knowledgeunlimited.com/standards/681317.pdf

BASIC

_____________________________________
b. The lawsuit Juliana v. United States
was scheduled for federal court in this
state, but has been put on hold.

Cartoon of the Week
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The editorial cartoon
shown here was recently
submitted for the NewsCurrents Student
Editorial Cartoon contest. It was created by
Kaylie Calloway, a seventh-grade student
at Addison High School in Addison,
Alabama. What is the subject of the
cartoon? (Student debt.)
There is only one human in this cartoon.
Who is it? (A student in cap and gown
making a graduation speech.) But while
the student wants to “look to the future,”
this will be difficult, as something is
in the way. What is it? (Student debt,
represented here by a huge bag of money.)
What point is Kaylie making with these
images? (That many graduating students
are burdened with too much debt from
loans they took out to pay for college,
and this will affect their ability to have a
Copyright 2018 Knowledge Unlimited
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bright future.) Many college students have
to borrow tens of thousands of dollars
to afford their college expenses. What
expenses are these? (Tuition, room and
board, books and supplies; and so on.)
While they chose to do this, they know
they will be paying these loans back with
interest for many years. Is this a good
system? Why or why not?
Currently in the U.S., about 44 million
people are still trying to pay off nearly $1.5
trillion in student loans. Some colleges
and states have begun to offer free tuition
to students that cannot afford to pay.
Some politicians, like Vermont Senator
Bernie Sanders, say public universities
should be free for all students. In fact,
many other wealthy nations already do
this. Will this ever happen in the U.S.,
in your opinion? Why or why not? END
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Reading, Writing, & Inquiry
Lawsuit reflection
Using what you have learned about
Juliana v. United States, write a
paragraph expressing your opinion
of this lawsuit. Make sure you back
your opinion up with facts.
Your word of the year
Think back over 2018, and
nominate your own choice for word
of the year. Define this word, and
tell why you chose it.
Quote poster
Isabel Allende wrote, “The
similarities that bring us together
are many more than the differences
that separate us.” Design a poster
to illustrate and highlight this
quote.
Helper dog poem
Think of a helper animal you have
known or heard of. Describe this
animal and its job in a brief poem,
focusing on what you have learned
from it.

Internet links
To learn more about this week's stories
go to:

www.newscurrents.com/weblinks

The NewsCurrents
Student Editorial
Cartoon Contest

Word Jumble
This week’s word jumble is going to the dogs.
See if you can unscramble the names of these dog breeds.

THE RULES:
Entrants can submit original
cartoons on any subject of national
or international interest. Students
may submit as many cartoons as
they wish.

1. GLOBULD______________________________________________

❶ Each cartoon must be verified

3. AACHHHIUU___________________________________________

as the original work of the student
by one of the student’s teachers.
The teacher’s signature on the
back of the cartoon will serve as
verification.

❷ Each cartoon must include the
student’s name, grade, address,
and home telephone number,
and the teacher’s name, name of
school, school address, and school
telephone number. Please print
this information legibly on the back
of each cartoon. Cartoons without
this information will be disqualified.

❸ First prize winners will be
chosen in each of three competition
categories: K-6; 7-9; 10-12.
Winners will receive cash prizes.

❹

All cartoons must be postmarked
by Friday, March 15, 2019.
Please mail entries to:

2. LABEGE_______________________________________________

4. LOLEIC ________________________________________________
5. ODELOP_______________________________________________
6. SUNCHHDAD__________________________________________
7. DANTALAIM ___________________________________________
8. OGRENHYUD__________________________________________
9. TREWETRIOL__________________________________________
10. IANST DRBRANE _____________________________________

NewsCurrents Cartoon Contest
P.O. Box 52, Madison, WI 53701
Copyright Notice:

All cartoons become the property of
Knowledge Unlimited, Inc., and may
be used for publicity and other
purposes. We’re sorry, but cartoons
cannot be returned.

Solution on inside back cover
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BASIC REVIEW QUIZ

GENERAL REVIEW QUIZ

1) TRUE OR FALSE: Someone who files a lawsuit is called a
defendant.

1) Kelsey Juliana is the lead (CHOOSE ONE: litigator,
plaintiff) in a lawsuit against the U.S. government.

2) Juliana v. United States is a lawsuit about (CHOOSE ONE:
climate change, segregation).

2) If this case wins, the U.S. will have to make a plan for
reducing (CHOOSE ONE: hydrogen, carbon) emissions.

3) The (CHOOSE ONE: Cambridge, Oxford) English dictionary
chose “toxic” as its word of the year.

3) The ___________________ English Dictionary chose “toxic”
as its 2018 Word of the Year.

4) “Toxic” means (CHOOSE ONE: poisonous, infected).

4) “Toxic relationship” is an example of (CHOOSE ONE:
literal, figurative) language.

5) Isabel Allende is an author who grew up in (CHOOSE ONE:
South America, South Africa).
6) Allende writes her books in (CHOOSE ONE: English,
Spanish).
7) In England, dogs were trained to identify people with
(CHOOSE ONE: malaria, Alzheimer’s).
8) Dogs can identify diseases using their keen sense of
(CHOOSE ONE: sight, smell).
9) The (CHOOSE ONE: Maori, Rapa Nui) were the first people
in New Zealand.
10) Many people died in an industrial accident in Bhopal,
(CHOOSE ONE: Pakistan, India).

5) This year, the National Book Awards gave its Medal
for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters to
_________________________.
6) This author immigrated to the United States from
(CHOOSE ONE: South America; Central America).
7) People with malaria have been found to release a very
particular ______________.
8) Groups at two cities in (CHOOSE ONE: England, Scotland)
trained dogs to detect malaria.
9) The _________________ is the national symbol of New
Zealand.
10) The industrial disaster in Bhopal took place this week in
(CHOOSE ONE: 1964, 1984).

ESSAY OR DEBATE QUESTION
Is it a good idea to train animals like dogs to help humans?
Why or why not?

ESSAY OR DEBATE QUESTION
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Choose your own Word of the Year and explain why you think
it’s a good choice. How is it relevant to today’s world?
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Advanced REVIEW QUIZ
1) Lead plaintiff _______________________ and 20 other young
people are suing the U.S. government about its response to
climate change.

Answers to Where in the World:

Quiz Answers

d-1, England
e-5, New Zealand
f-6, Mississippi

a-3, Chile
b-4, Oregon
c-2, India

BASIC QUIZ
1- FALSE
2- climate change
3- Oxford
4- poisonous
5- South America
6- Spanish
7- malaria
8- smell
9- Māori
10- India

2) The suit refers to the guarantee of life, liberty, and property
in the ______________ Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
3) “Toxic” beat out other words like “____________” and
“____________” to become the Oxford English Dictionary’s
2018 Word of the Year.
4) “Toxic __________________,” which refers to socially
unacceptable behavior associated with men, is an example
of _______________ language.
5) Isabel Allende was born in _____________, moved to
_______________________, and then fled to ___________________
before immigrating to the United States.
6) Allende’s first novel was “_______________________________.”
7) Scientists at two universities in _____________________
recently trained dogs to detect ______________ through its
particular scent.
8) The ___________________ used dogs in both world wars to
stand sentry, go on scouting missions, and locate wounded
soldiers.
9) New Zealand is the southernmost nation in ______________.
10) In 1984, a toxic chemical spill killed thousands of people
in ____________, India.

Answers to Word Jumble:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

BULLDOG
BEAGLE
CHIHUAHUA
COLLIE
POODLE

6. DACHSHUND
7. DALMATIAN
8. GREYHOUND
9. ROTTWEILER
10. SAINT BERNARD

GENERAL QUIZ

Solution to Word Search:
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1- plaintiff
2- carbon
3- Oxford
4- figurative
5- Isabel Allende
6- South America
7- scent
8- England
9- kiwi
10- 1984
ADVANCED QUIZ
1- Kelsey Juliana
2- Fifth
3- Possible answers:
cakeism, techlash,
overtourism
4- masculinity; figurative
5- Peru; Chile; Venezuela
6- The House of the
Spirits
7- England; malaria
8- Red Cross
9- Oceania
10- Bhopal

ESSAY OR DEBATE QUESTION
What do you think of the legal arguments in the climate
change lawsuit? What do you think of the moral arguments?
Do you think the suit will win? Why or why not?
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Word Search

This puzzle features the LAST NAMES
of some of the many important female
Latin American writers.
Find them in the word search below.

Words can be found across, down, and backwards, forwards and diagonally.

Isabel ALLENDE
María Luisa BOMBAL
Pía BARROS
Carmen BOULLOSA
Rosario CASTELLANOS
Sor Juana Inés DE LA CRUZ
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Silvina OCAMPO
Cristina PERI ROSSI
Alejandra PIZARNIK
Cristina RIVERA GARZA
Luisa VALENZUELA
Daisy ZAMORA

Conceição EVARISTO
Adriana LISBOA
Clarice LISPECTOR
Valeria LUISELLI
Rigoberta MENCHÚ
Gabriela MISTRAL
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