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NEWSPAPER ACTIVITIES
Local news
What is the most interesting story in the news today that 
took place in your city? Read the story to find out exactly 
where in your city it took place. Write a sentence or two 
that explains what happened and why this story made the 
news.

Puzzling news
Using words that you find in today’s newspaper, create a 
crossword puzzle. List the definitions at the bottom of the 
page. Be sure to check the definitions at the bottom of the 
page for accuracy in a dictionary. Have your teacher dupli-
cate the puzzle for the whole class to try.

Photographic art
Photography is an art as well as an important way to docu-
ment history. Make a scrapbook collection of unusual pho-
tographic techniques by clipping and mounting interesting 
pictures from your daily newspaper. Try to imagine how the 
photographers achieved the effects in those pictures.

WRITING ACTIVITY
Columbus has landed…in the wrong place
On October 12, 1492, Columbus thought he had found a 
trade route to East Asia, but he was a long way off. He had 
actually landed in the Bahamas, in the West Indies. Imagine 
you are a news reporter on the scene. Write an article about 
Columbus’s landing using the 5 W’s of newspaper reporting.
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AMUNDSEN
CLARK
COLUMBUS
COOK
CORONADO
CORTES
ERICSON
LEWIS
LIVINGSTONE
MAGELLAN
MARCO POLO
PEARY

Word Search In observation of Columbus Day, 
this week’s word search contains 
twelve famous explorers who charted, 
navigated, and mapped the world. 
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